Tsawwassen United Church

15th Sunday After Pentecost Sept. 9, 2007, 10:00 AM

Pentecost Season. During this time we reflect on the gift of the Holy Spirit who
prompts and guides the Christian community through a long season of growth in
discipleship and service.

The congregation is asked to participate when the words are in bold print and to
stand when willing and able at those places marked “«”.

THE PEOPLE GATHER
PRELUDE
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP:
Holy One! Good Morning!
As the morning sun warms our faces,
may our eyes be opened to receive your strength.
As birdsong dances in through an open window,
may our eyes be opened to receive your beauty.
As the breeze carries the scent of a good breakfast,
may our eyes be opened to receive your blessings.
As we gather as a community in celebration,
may our eyes be opened to receive your love.
As we consider our choices for the day before us,
may our eyes be opened to our role in creation.
Lead us in the direction of your gracious embrace.
Amen!

*OPENING HYMN: Joyful, Joyful VU 232

PRAYER OF OPENING:
Holy One,
We enter into this precious worship time together as
“first-timers”, “long-timers”, “members”, “visitors”,
“seekers”, “leaders”, and “followers”.
And as “children”, we eagerly await the Story
that will sweep us up and carry us
into your kingdom of justice beyond legality,
love beyond recognition, and joy beyond reason.
Some of us have heard that Jesus might pass by this way today.
We have brought our curiosity, our concerns,



our confessions, our causes, and our questions.
Open our hearts to the possibility of meeting Jesus.
Open our eyes so that we might recognize him.

Guide us in deciding what we might say to him,

do for him, ask of him.

Prepare us for what Jesus might ask of us.

Create in us the trust, humility, and boldness

of a blind beggar who has “nothing to lose”.

When we stumble, may your word keep us on the path,
guiding us toward the heart of grace.

As we go forward, help us to recognize the blessing in each step.
Above all, loving God, remind each of us that

others are stumbling, too.

Let compassion connect us to each other and to you,
in sincerity, faith and joy.

Amen.
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
*CHILDREN’S HYMN: I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me VU575

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

(Children leave)

LISTENING FOR THE TRUTH

PRAYER OF PREPARATION:
Open our hearts, O Holy One,
that we may experience the truth within the stories. Amen.

READINGS: (Reader: Tara Britnell)

Jeremiah 18:1-11 pew Bible O.T. page 682
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 VU 862
Philemon 1-21 pew Bible N.T. page 202
Luke 14:25-33 pew Bible N.T. page 73

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:
This is the witness of God'’s people.
Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM: Just For You ~ Frances Havergal and Robert Lau
SERMON
*HYMN: Jesus, You Have Come to the Lakeshore VU 563

(see over)



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
CELEBRATING THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE
*COMMUNION HYMN: AllWho Hunger

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
(Please see white insert.)

*CLOSING HYMN: All My Hope On God is Founded
*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

We wish to thank Rod Hsher for sharing his

musical talents with us this morning.

VU 460

VU 655



WE CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT OF
HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION:

Friends, as we come to this table, let us remember
that this is not just the table of Tsawwassen United Church
or even that of the United Church of Canada.

This is the table of Jesus, the Christ.

All who seek to be nourished and sustained in their journey of faith,
and who long to live justly and in peace with their neighbour,
are welcome here.

Let us eat and drink together for our strengthening in the faith,
and for the sake of the world.

CALL TO GIVE THANKS:

May the Spirit of God be with us.
God is here among us.
Let us turn to God, the source of life.
We open our hearts in prayer.
Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:

Blessed are you, gracious God,
Creator of light, giver of all life, Source of love.
In the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and your Word brought all things into being.
Through a burning bush you spoke to your prophets and to your people.
With glowing coals you touched their lips,
that they might speak your word of truth and justice.
By fire and your Spirit
you have guided us through the wilderness.
So we give you thanks and praise,
O God of wind and word, of power and peace.

O God, you love all the nations of the earth

even though so often we have betrayed your promises.
Yet you have never left us or forsaken us.

You sent Jesus, your Gift of Grace,

our Light and our Flame.



You poured out your Spirit upon us
to create, renew, and inspire
that all might be made whole, in you.

We praise you, for your Spirit wraps us in your presence,
drawing us closer into your community.
On this day we praise you for your many gifts.
Together we join with all your people everywhere
as we proclaim your praise:

HYMN: Holy Holy, Holy VU 951 (sung twice)

Holy, Holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you!
My heart is glad to say the words: You are holy, God!

REMEMBERING JESUS AT THE TABLE:

Let us remember together that vision of God’s reign
shown to us in Jesus at table:
He shared food with followers and friends,
with saints and sinners,
and with crowds on the hillsides.

On the night before he died, he had supper with his companions.
He took a loaf of bread, and after giving thanks he broke it,
and gave it to them saying:

“Take, eat. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took a cup and after giving thanks
he passed it among them saying:

“Drink this. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Through this loaf and cup, Jesus lives within us.

In word and deed Jesus lives among us still.

AFFIRMATION OF MEMORY AND HOPE:

Remembering, O God, your boundless love for us
in Jesus Christ, we offer you our praise,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Dying, Christ destroyed our death.

Rising, Christ restored our life.

Christ will come in glory.

PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION:

Holy Spirit, unite us at this table and strengthen us
to live the resurrected life of Christ in the world.
Amen.



THE BREAD IS BROKEN AND THE CUP IS FILLED:

The Body of Christ.
The Bread of Life.
The Blood of Christ.
The Cup of Blessing.

PRAYER FOR AFTER COMMUNION:

Gracious God, may your gifts of love

transform and enliven us

that we may live lives of thanksgiving.

May your presence among us

provoke such longing for your realm

that we will never be satisfied

until the whole earth knows

your justice, your peace, and your love.
In the name of Christ we pray.
Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

» THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
Sincere and many thanks to so many of you who took over some of my “sum-
mer jobs” during my absence in July and August. Going away on vacation was
made more enjoyable due to those of you who volunteered your time to prepare
and serve refreshments after worship, water plants, ensure flowers were placed
in the sanctuary and narthex and conducting worship at the Kinsmen Centre.
Again, thank you so much.

~ Lynne Meinert

On behalf of the Worship Division, I'd like to express appreciation to everyone
who stepped in to assist in the services this summer. Thank you all for the
support.

~ Melanie Williams

» FALL FAIR

The Fall Fair will be on Saturday, October 13th, this year. It'stimeto _
start cleaning out your storage space, cupboards and garages of all
the valuable items that someone else might cherish! Please bring in
your empty jam and relish jars now so they can be filled and sold at
the Fair. We have no storage space at the Church for anything else
and ask that you bring items in the week of the Fair.

» BRIDGE
The church round-robin bridge is getting organized for this
year. We are a friendly group and welcome anyone who
would like to join us. Please contact Mary Richardson at
604-943-3210 or Ellen Weitzel at 604-943-4959. We will
be making out the member list in a few weeks.

» WORSHIP SERVICE TAPES
If you missed one of Rev. Doug Graves’ services, July 22 to August 19, the
tapes of these services are available in the Library. Contact a member of the
Pastoral Care Division or the Library Committee.

» NEWITEMS IN THE LIBRARY!

1. The Twelve Gifts for Healing, by Charlene Costanzo, illus. Alexis Seabrook.
A book to cherish on life’s journey — in good times and bad. Donated by
Melanie Williams.

2. Change the World for Ten Bucks, by a creative team led by Paul Edney. 50
actions to change the world and make you feel good.

3. A collection of sermons, July 22 to Aug. 19, 2007, by Rev. Doug Graves.

» FALL DESSERT PARTY, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH, 7:00 P.M.
At Ryerson United Church, 2195 West 45th Avenue. Speaker: The Rev. Dr.
Wendy Fletcher, Principal & Dean. Topic: Surrender and Accountability: A
Spirituality of Leadership for God’s New Day. Music: River City Gospel Jazz
Band. Tickets: $10 (call Cynthia Green @ 604-521-6269).
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» CHARLES WESLEY BIRTHDAY PARTY ... AN EVENING OF SINGING
Charles Wesley is turning 300 this year! Join St. Andrew’s-Wesley United
Church (corner of Nelson and Burrard) in singing some of his great hymns along
with a special choral presentation and musical ensemble. Dr. Gerald Hobbs
from Vancouver School of Theology will also be discussing the hymns and their
background, theology and ongoing influence. Date: Sunday, October 14th.
Time: 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Cost: By donation. Includes birthday cake!

» FIRST UNITED WEBSITE
http://www.firstunited.ca is where you can click on the website for First. You
can go there to find out the needs of First and the people who live on the
vulnerable edges of Vancouver’'s downtown east side.

Stewardship Seconds
Let go of what isholding you back,
to freeyou for thejourney onward and forward.

Werecycleour bulletins. |f you arenot taking your bulletin home,
please leaveit in the basket on the narthex table.
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