
Tsawwassen United Church
1st Sunday of Advent Dec. 2, 2007, 10:00 AM

During the season of Advent we wait expectantly to celebrate the arrival of the Christ
child and the coming of God’s realm of peace. The colour for Advent is blue.

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked “*”, those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

PRELUDE:  Watchman, Tell Us of the Night ~ James Mansfield

CALL TO WORSHIP

*OPENING HYMN:  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus VU 2

PROCESSING THE BIBLE AND THE CHRIST CANDLE

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

WELCOME

OPENING PRAYER:
Gracious God,
your vision of peace and wholeness
comes to us in sweeping revelations
and in tiny signs of hope.
Kindle our hearts that we might be a hopeful people.
Keep us from growing weary of waiting,
lest we miss the glory of your appearing.
Even so, come quickly, O God.  Amen.

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN — ADVENT: HOPE

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES:
We light the first candle — the candle of HOPE.
Out of the darkness there grows a glimmer,
Out of the darkness there emerges a vision.
It is the dream of the exodus, the quest for shalom.
It is the possibility of redemption,
And the realization that God is at work.

*HYMN:  Hope is a Star VU 7, v. 1

(Children leave.)

*HYMN:  Prepare the Way of the Lord VU 10
(Sung once by the Choir, then once by the congregation.)



PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
Merciful God,
always with us, always coming:
we confess that we do not know
how to prepare for your Advent.
We have forgotten how to hope in miracles;
we have ignored the promise of your Kingdom;
we get distracted by all the business of this season.
Forgive us, God.
Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds,
the intelligent courage of the Magi,
and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph,
that we may journey with them to Bethlehem,
and find the Good News of a child born for us.
Now, in the quiet of our hearts,
we ask you to make us ready for his coming. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE

CHOIR’S ANTHEM:  Prepare the Way of the Lord ~ Benjamin Harlan

READINGS: (Reader: Tara Britnell)
Matthew 24:36–44 pew Bible N.T. page 26
Romans 13:11–14 pew Bible N.T. page153

SERMON:  “Putting on the Lord Jesus Christ”

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN:  I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry VU 644

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (please see insert)

OFFERTORY — CELEBRATING THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CONGREGATION’S LIFE & MINISTRY

*DOXOLOGY VU 6, v.1

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) VU 959

THE LAST WORD:  Isaiah 2:1–5 pew Bible O.T. page 600

*CLOSING HYMN:  All Earth Is Waiting VU 5

*CHORAL BENEDICTION



We Celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:

The sacrament of baptism
proclaims and celebrates the grace of God.

By water and the Spirit,
we are called, claimed, and commissioned:
we are called God’s own,
welcomed as children of God;
we are claimed by Christ,
united with Christ,

united with one another and the Christian community
of every time and place;
we are commissioned to Christ’s ministry
of love, peace, and justice,
and strengthened by the Holy Spirit
for the work of the church in the world.

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES:

On behalf of the congregation of Tsawwassen United Church,
I present the following persons for initiation into the body of Christ through
baptism:

Geraldine (Karst) Pryputsch
Duncan Terrence Johannes McCarthy, son of Yolandi and Dave McCarthy

Danielle Rae Knight, daughter of Heather and Greg Knight
Matthew David Russell Turner, son of Lydia and Bill Turner

PROFESSION OF FAITH AND PROMISES:

To Geri Pryputsch:

Do you believe in God, Source of love;
in Jesus Christ, love incarnate;
and in the Holy Spirit, love’s power.
I do, by the grace of God.

Desiring the freedom of new life in Christ,
do you seek to resist evil, and to live in love and justice?
I will, God being my helper.

Will you follow the way of Jesus Christ?
I will, God being my helper.



Will you join with your brothers and sisters in this congregation
to share in the life, work, and ministry of Jesus Christ?
I will, God being my helper.

To the parents:

Will you share your faith with N. (and N.),
growing with him/her/them in faith, hope, and love?
I will, God being my helper.

COMMITMENT OF GODPARENTS:

Will you pray for this/these child(ren)
and take care that she/he/they may learn and live the faith?
I will, God being my helper.

CONGREGATIONAL COMMITMENT:

Let us pledge to these persons our support and care.
As a baptized and baptizing people,
we commit ourselves to support and uphold you
within the community of faith.
May God grant us all
the grace to live out our baptism.
Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — A NEW CREED:

We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.

We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,

the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,

who works in us and others
by the Spirit.

We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,

to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,

our judge and our hope.



In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.

We are not alone.

Thanks be to God.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE POURING OF WATER

THE ACT OF BAPTISM: BAPTISM IN THE NAME OF THE TRIUNE GOD

BLESSING

MARKING WITH THE SIGN OF THE CROSS

LAYING ON OF HANDS

LIGHTING OF A CANDLE

DECLARATION AND CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME:

Let us pledge to these persons our support and care.
As a baptized and baptizing people,
we commit ourselves to support and uphold you
within the community of faith.
May God grant us all the grace to live out our baptism.
Amen.

BLESSING

Welcoming New Members
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:
The church is a community of people with varied gifts,
united by the Holy Spirit.
We gather to celebrate God’s presence,
to discern God’s truth,
and to follow the way of Jesus.
By our baptism we are made members of Christ’s church.
We exercise this membership
in the denomination to which we belong,
which for us is The United Church of Canada,
and within the context of a local community of faith.
We are now to welcome into this congregation
those who are already members
of the church of Jesus Christ.



PRESENTATION:

On behalf of the Tsawwassen United Church congregation,
I present the following persons whom we welcome into the membership
of this community of faith:

Nancy Lemoine, Ian Jackson, Agnes Jackson,
Rose Griffiths and Doris Wasylyk

COMMITMENT OF NEW MEMBERS:

Nancy, Ian, Agnes, Rose and Doris
will you join with us
as together we celebrate God’s presence,
live with respect in creation,
love and serve others,
seek justice and resist evil?
We will, with God’s help.

CONGREGATIONAL COMMITMENT:

Dear friends in Christ,
let us pledge to these persons our support and care.
As your brothers and sisters in Christ,
we rejoice in the gifts you bring to us.
We pledge to you our love and our support.
With God’s help, we will together live out
the mission and ministry of Christ’s church.

WELCOME:

In the name of Jesus Christ,
we welcome you to the privileges and responsibilities
of membership in this congregation.
We give thanks to God for your witness among us.

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH:

All who are united in the covenant of baptism
are the Body of Christ in the world. Go in peace.
Amen.

Godparents
Danielle  Rae Knight — Tannis Sandhurst and Ross Young

Duncan Terrence Johannes McCarthy — Maria McCarthy and David LeRoux
Matthew David Russell Turner — Russ Isaac and Bev Wilson





? CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION SERVICE, MONDAY, DEC. 24, AT 10:00 P.M.
The Senior Choir and Trio will offer special anthems. The Sacrament of Com-
munion will be celebrated. Join us as we celebrate Christ’s birth in word and
song, and enjoy some candlelight.

? SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30TH, AT 10:00 A.M.
We continue to celebrate Christ’s birth with carols and readings.

? “CELEBRATE THE SEASON” EPIPHANY EVENT — SATURDAY, JAN. 5,
11:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.
More details soon!

? EPIPHANY — SUNDAY, JANUARY 6TH, AT 10:00 A.M.
We celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

? MITTEN TREE
Christmas tradition at our church would not be complete without the tree that
stands undecorated as you enter the doors. It is named for only one of the
many decorations that attendees can use to decorate the tree. This year First
United wish us to focus on NEW underwear and socks for their Give-a-Gift
program, so officially it is the “Socks and Undies” tree. Though we can always
find a home for toques, gloves, mittens, etc., at the Neighbourhood Hub (Oak
Avenue in Whalley) or The Vivian home for women on Cordova Street. It’s
getting cold out there. Feel free to add what you like to the tree and Outreach
will ensure delivery to the proper agency in time for Christmas.

? T.U.C. ENTRANCE
The potted winter shrubs at the entrance way bench were placed by Joan
MacDonald Morris in memory of Murray MacDonald and her parents, Bessie
and Bill Smith.

? ADVENT CANDLES
Too old for Advent Calendars?  Make a new tradition!  Light your Advent
Candle for the time of anticipation and waiting for the Christ Child’s birth. All
proceeds will go to support the Sunday School foster child, Ablaye Mbaye,
living in the community of Thiokhol which is part of Dakar in Senegal. The
candles will be sold for $5.00 each in the narthex after the worship service.
There are a limited number available so get them soon.

? TUC FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2007

Actual Budget Variance

Total Revenue 186,207.13 174,466.15 11,740.98
Total Expenses 202,518.66 201,205.24 (1,313.42)

Net Income/(Deficit) (16,311.53) (26,739.09) 10,427.56

? PASS THE PEACE, PLEASE — A RETREAT FOR CHILDREN AGES 9–12
The leaders of the Lower Mainland presbyteries of the United Church of Canada
are sponsoring a retreat for children ages 9–12 from Friday, Feb. 22, 7:00 p.m.,
to Sunday, Feb. 24, at 1:30 p.m. For more information please pick up one of the
brochures on the table under the bulletin board in the narthex.


