Tsawwassen United Church

3nd Sunday of Advent Dec. 16, 2007, 10:00 AM

During the season of Advent we wait expectantly to celebrate the arrival of the Christ
child and the coming of God'’s realm of peace. The colour for Advent is blue.

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked “«”, those who are able are invited to stand.
THE PEOPLE GATHER
PRELUDE: How Great Our Joy ~ Rex Koury
CALL TO WORSHIP (see back of bulletin)

*OPENING HYMN: Hark the Glad Sound VU 29
WELCOME

OPENING PRAYER

TIMEWITH THE CHILDREN

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES: (with Amy Williams)

We light the third candle — the Candle of Joy.
(the candle is lit)

God speaks, and hearts run apace, beating, pounding with excitement.

Could it be true? God with us — taking on our flesh, living our life,
dreaming our dream?

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name
him Emmanuel.” (Matthew 1:23)

*HYMN: Joy is a Song VU7,v.3
WE VISIT THE MANGER TOGETHER
(Children leave.)

READINGS: (Reader: Geri Pryputsch)
Isaiah 35:1-10 pew Bible O.T. page 629
Luke 1:47-55 pew Bible N.T. page 54



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
~ by  Josepty M. AMartin ~

OFFERTORY — CELEBRATING THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CONGREGATION'S LIFE & MINISTRY

*DOXOLOGY VU 6,v.3
PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung) VU 959
*CLOSING HYMN: To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary VU 14
*CHORAL BENEDICTION: A Christmas Benediction ~ Winnagene Hatch

May the joy of this holy season fill your hearts with love,

And while the peace of this glorious season falls from heaven above;
May the Holy Spirit be your guide, and a light on every pathway
May the Christ-child lead you ever onward,

Onward to the face of God.

POSTLUDE: There’s a Song in the Air ~ Dorothy Wells



Season of Wendens
Colebrating the cMiracte of Christmas

oJoseph M. AMartin

Foreword

When we ponder the miracles surrounding the birth of Jesus, wedis-
cover in abundancethelavish character of God' slove. Soaring above
our human understanding isan amazing grace that unexpectedly wraps
divinity in swaddling clothes. Beyond our dreamswefind an artful
mercy that decoratesthedust of arustic stablewith everlasting light.
Weencounter theglory of God pouring over thewalls of heaven and
filling thedarknesswith angel choirsand dancing stars. We stand
amazed at the mystery and majesty of God' sawesome power and His
infinitetenderness. Perhgpsmost amazing of al arethemyriadwaysin
which celebrating these marvelsof old awakenin ustoday asense of
thedivineandfill uswithachild-likewonder. Inthelistening of this
work, may you draw closeto the manger and open your heart to the
unexpected gloriesof thisseason of wonders.

Carolsof Gathering

TheMessenger of theAncients ~Bob Baturin
Come, Thou L ong-Expected Jesus

TheMessenger of Promise ~ CaroleBaturin
Bethlehem Promi se, Bethlehem Joy

The Messenger of Favor ~ Terry Schultes
Regoice, All Ye Daughters

TheMessenger of Sdvation ~ Steve Dane

All onaStarry Night



TheMessengersof Praise ~ Rev. Rose-Hannah Gaskin

Glory and Wonder

TheMessengersof Joy ~TaraBritnell
Saw You Never, Inthe Twilight ~ Soloist, Sandra Timuss
TheMessengersof Witness ~ Lynne Meinert
TheWonder of Christmas ~ Soloist, John Glover
TheMessengersto the World

OHoly Night ~ Soloist, FredaWse
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pick-up at the door with the best wishes of the Observer’s Editor and Board of
Directors. If you do not already subscribe, please consider doing so: a special
offer is included in the package you will receive. If you already receive the
magazine, please pass your copy along to a friend, or better yet, purchase a
gift subscription for them.

? CAROL SINGING

St. David’'s Anglican Church has invited all those at TUC interested in a carol
sing on December 20 to join in for an evening of seasonal celebration. Song
sheets will be provided and the group will visit designated homes in
Tsawwassen by car. If you are interested in joining along, or know of someone
that would appreciate a visit, please contact Monica Robson at
robsons@canada.com or 604-943-8990. The meeting time will be 7:30 p.m. at
St. David’'s and carpooling can be arranged.

? SOCKS AND UNDIES TREE

? FIRST GIFTS ENVELOPES

Christmas tradition at our church would not be complete without the tree that
stands undecorated as you enter the doors. It is named for only one of the
many decorations that attendees can use to decorate the tree. This year First
United wish us to focus on NEW underwear and socks for their Give-a-Gift
program, so officially it is the “Socks and Undies” tree. Though we can always
find a home for toques, gloves, mittens, etc., at the Neighbourhood Hub (Oak
Avenue in Whalley) or The Vivian home for women on Cordova Street. It's
getting cold out there. Feel free to add what you like to the tree and Outreach
will ensure delivery to the proper agency in time for Christmas. First United is
also again asking for $10 Safeway cards as part of their give-a-gift project.
Items will be delivered on Wednesday, Dec. 19th, so please have dona-
tions in by then.

Special First Gifts envelopes are included in this bulletin. As
an alternative to donating to the “Socks and Undies” tree,

they can be used to make a one time donation to First GIELD
Umted_ hope-peace-joy-love
? UPPER ROOM

The January/February issue of The Upper Room Daily Devotional Guide is now
available for pick-up on the table in the narthex. Cost: $2.00. The Upper Room
Daily Devotional Guide is also available online at no cost. Their website address
is: www.upperroom.org/devotional. Or if you prefer to have the guide delivered
directly to your home you can contact them at 1-800-757-9877.

? SANDWICHES FOR FIRST UNITED

Would the ladies who make sandwiches each month for 1st United Church
please note that we will NOT be making them this month as the Church is
closed on Boxing Day which is the day we normally send them down.

Thank you from 1st United Church for continuing to support them in this way
each month and from myself and Joan also for your support. Merry Christmas
to you alll ~ Pauline Mushens

We recycle our bulletins. If you are not taking your bulletin home,
please leave it in the basket on the narthex table.



