Tsawwassen United Church

4th Sunday in Lent March 2, 2008, 10:00 AM

Lent is a forty day season of reflection and preparation for the
death and resurrection of Jesus.

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked “«”, those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

When the days drew near for him to be taken up,
he set his face to go to Jerusalem. (Luke 9:51)

PRELUDE: O Divine Redeemer ~ Charles Gounod

CALL TO WORSHIP:

Friends in Christ, Lent is a time to prepare and to renew our life.
We mark this holy season

by acknowledging our need for repentance,

and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed

in the gospel.

We are invited, in the name of Christ, to observe a holy Lent

by self-examination and penitence,

by prayer and fasting,

by works of love,

AND BY READING AND MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD.

PROCESSING THE BIBLE AND THE CHRIST CANDLE
WELCOME
*OPENING HYMN: Amazing Grace VU 266

OPENING PRAYER:

Beginner of all things, begin in us again:
take these tired limbs

and rouse them to dance your joy

from sunbreak to sundown. Help us,

O Blessed One, to shake off our weariness
that we may know new life in you

and offer it to one another. Amen.

TIMEWITH THE CHILDREN
FIRST READING: Psalm 23 VU 747



INVITATION TO CONFESSION:
Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery VU 121,v. 4

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF GRACE (sung together):
Wonder and Stare VU 118

LISTENING FOR TRUTH
SECOND READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 pew Bible O.T. page 238
GOSPEL READING: John 9:1-41 pew Bible N.T. page 97

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:
One: This is the witness of God’s people.
All: Thanks be to God!

CHOIR'SANTHEM: Take My Yoke Upon You ~ J. Paul Williams & Douglas Nolan
SERMON: “The Blind See!”

*HYMN: Precious Lord, Take My Hand VU 670

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

CELEBRATING THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE:
» The Offering is Collected
» Announcements of the Congregation’s Life & Ministry

» Doxology VU 541
PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
THE LAST WORD: Ephesians 5:8-14 pew Bible N.T. page 183

(Congregation may be seated.)

*CLOSING HYMN: Joyful, Joyful VU 232
*COMMISSIONING

*CHORAL BENEDICTION: Be AtPeace -~ Barbara Furman and David Angerman
POSTLUDE: Petite Allemande ~ Garrett Parker
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? THANK YOU!
Thank you to Paul and Thomas Schultes for baking cookies and selling them
during coffee time after last Sunday’s worship service. $124.20 was raised to
help support the Sunday School’s African foster child, Ablaye Mbaye, who is
turning 11 this year.

? MEN'S CLUB
The next Men’s Club meeting will be at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 15th , at
the Tsawwassen Golf Club. John Cummins, MP, will be speaking on concerns
for Delta. Pre-breakfast coffee will be served.

? NEWSLETTER
The next issue of the The Voice, the newsletter of TUC, will be distributed on
Palm Sunday, March 16th. Submissions should be e-mailed to
thevoice @tsawwassenunited.org by Thursday, March 6th .

? PASTORAL CARE DIVISION
There are many people involved in different areas of pastoral care for our congre-
gation. Being a district leader is an opportunity to meet people and get to know
them other than a “hello” on Sunday morning. You would be asked to contact a
number of households three or four times a year to pass on information you
have been given by a member of the Pastoral Care Division. If you are interested
in becoming part of this caring outreach, please contact a member of the
Pastoral Care Division for more information.

? YOUTH ENCOUNTERING THE SPIRIT (YES!)
— CREATING WITH THE SPIRIT
Yes, we are encountering the Spirit in our midst! What a joy to create 100
servings of chili and collage thank you cards at TUC on Wednesday, Feb. 20th.
9 youth, including 4 youth guests attended. This new program will be offered
twice monthly and alternate between Ladner and Tsawwassen locations. The




creative time will give the youth an opportunity to practice valuable life skills
such as cooking, baking, knitting, crocheting, sewing, arts & crafts, drama and
more while reaching out to others. The creations will be shared with those in
need (such as the hungry, homeless, elderly and ill) and others in the commu-
nity including our own congregations. Please consider a special tithe to the
Youth budget to support youth program and youth activities such as this one.

» YES! ENCOUNTERS (INVITATION TO HELP)

— Men...do you know how to canoe or kayak? We are planning a local canoe-
ing trip and need your help!

— Adult chocolate makers, cooks and bakers...do you have a talent or passion
for creating in the kitchen?

— Child, youth or adult “nourishers”...to sponsor a YES! event and provide a snack

If the spirit moves you to help...contact Darlene at 604-946-0349 or

rrainbow@telus.net.

» YES! WISH LIST (AN INVITATION TO DONATE!)
— Juice and packaged snacks to have on hand for youth.
— Hot chocolate mix pouches for Vivian House “Care Cups”.
If the Spirit moves you to donate items or money...contact Darlene.

» YES!IS GRATEFUL TO. ..

— Youth...Brianna, Courtenay, Dianne, Linda, Margot, Nathan, Nicole, Chris
and Sean for creating 100 servings of chili for First United and Vivian House.

— Adults...Rev. Rose-Hannah, George S, Mary S, Agnes B, Archie M, Carol F,
Debbie M, Joanne H and Darlene R. for supporting the inaugural Creating
With the Spirit activity.

— Youth...Scott, Kirby, Dianne, Jackson, Kevin, Nathan, Andrew, Brianna and
Sydney for helping assemble 48 (wow!) Birthday Bags for children 3-8
years old for distribution by the Food Bank & Hub.

— Adults...Monica R, Carol F, Archie M and the TUC Outreach Division for
hosting Breakfast on SonDay.

— Youth...Linda, and Adults...Melanie W, Joanne H and Darlene R and for the
knitting project preparation.

» UPCOMING YES! (YOUTH ENCOUNTERING THE SPIRIT) EVENTS
March 5 — Creating With the Spirit at LUC
March 9 — Breakfast on SonDay at TUC
Spring Break — Creating With the Spirit..date TBA if youth show interest
Mar 21 — Religious Rap, Baking Communion Bread, Easter Egg Hunt, movie
Mar 27 Spring Break — field trip to First United Mission

» FIRST UNITED FUND RAISER
First United Church Mission’s 3rd annual “Miles for Mission” fund raiser is on
Sunday, May 4th. Please see the bulletin board for more information or go to
www.firstunited.ca.

» DELTA COMMUNITY CHOIR
The Delta Community Choir is hosting a gospel music workshop at All Saints
Anglican Church in Ladner on Saturday, March 29th, and Sunday, March 30th,
followed by a gospel music concert at 3:00 p.m. on the Sunday. For more
information please see the bulletin board.




