
Tsawwassen United Church
5th Sunday in Lent March 9, 2008, 10:00 AM

Lent is a forty day season of reflection and preparation for the
death and resurrection of Jesus.

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked “*”, those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

PRELUDE:  What Wondrous Love Is This? ~ arr. Sarah Douglas

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

WELCOME

*OPENING HYMN:  All the Way My Saviour Leads Me VU 635

CALL TO WORSHIP:
Come, faithful people, and find that quiet centre
where God may enter in.
We gather as God’s people:
hungry for holy presence,
ready for God’s Word to us.
Let us worship God.

PRAYER OF OPENING:  Psalm 130 VU 853, refrain #2

STORYTIME WITH THE CHILDREN

INVITATION TO CONFESSION:
Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery VU 121, v. 5

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
O God,
we confess that we often come to you reluctantly,
afraid of what we might have to give up
or change when we enter your presence.
In our reluctance,
we often miss opportunities for your grace to touch us,
and through us to touch others.
Touch us that we might be healed;
forgive us that we might be born again.  Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE



LISTENING FOR TRUTH

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

FIRST READING: (Reader:  Lynne Meinert)
Ezekiel 37: 1–14 pew Bible O.T. page 764

GOSPEL READING:  John 11: 1–45 pew Bible N.T. page 99

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:
One:  This is the witness of God’s people.
All:  Thanks be to God!

SERMON:  “Life, Death and the Holy Spirit”

*HYMN:  Spirit of Gentleness VU 375

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

CELEBRATING THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE:

? The Offering is Collected

? Announcements of the Congregation’s Life & Ministry

? Doxology VU 541

? Offering Prayer:
Gracious God, bless and transform all that we offer:
our faltering steps,
our brokenness,
our hope, our risking, our hearts,
that your covenant may be written on our hearts
and we may be a blessed and transformed covenant people.
In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

CHOIR’S ANTHEM:  Led By the Spirit ~ Cindy Berry

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

THE LORD’S PRAYER VU 910

THE LAST WORD:  Romans 8: 6–11 pew Bible N.T. page 148
(Congregation may be seated.)

*CLOSING HYMN:  Now the Green Blade Rises VU 186

*COMMISSIONING

*CHORAL BENEDICTION:  Be At Peace ~ Barbara Furman and David Angerman

POSTLUDE:  The Golden Trumpet ~ Rex Koury



St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
Friday, March 14, 2008

6:00 p.m.
Singing, Dancing and Fun For All!

Come

wearing

green!

ByDonation

Sponsored by the Senior Choir

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

? THANK YOU
To all the women who attended the Lunch Bunch shower, from Halima and
Habiba, “We want to say thank you for inviting us to that cheerful party. We
enjoyed very much. Thank you for the beautiful gifts, sandwiches, cookies and
tea.” Halima says “I felt happy there and understand that you all care about us.
You are such nice and kind ladies. After such long sad journey we felt happy to
talk with you people. God bless you ladies. Thanks again.” Habiba says also
“Thank you very much for supporting us and for the lovely women’s party. We
enjoyed so much. God bless you all.”

? REFUGEE NEEDS
To help furnish their apartment Habiba and Halima could use a love seat or
small couch, dresser, table and chairs. Please call Floyd at 604-943-4630 if you
can donate.

? FORKS AND TOWELS NEEDED
Did you ever wonder what to do with all those unwanted forks and bath towels?
We have a solution — First United needs forks but not knives and bath towels
but not bath sheets. Call Marion Young at (604) 681-8365 for more info.



? UNITED CHURCH OBSERVER
It’s renewal time for The United Church Observer. The
magazine reports on issues affecting denominational and
congregational life, as well as covering a wide range of
general-interest issues of concern to people of faith
today. If you’d like to renew your 12 month subscription
please write a cheque payable to “The Observer”, put it in
an envelope addressed to the church office, and place it
in the collection plate on Sunday, or bring it into the
church office during the week. The deadline is April 7th.
New subscriptions are welcome. A sample copy is
available in the narthex for anyone who wishes to
borrow it.

? YOUTH ENCOUNTERING THE SPIRIT (YES!)
YES! Encounters (an invitation to help)
– Men…do you know how to canoe or kayak? We are planning a local canoe-

ing trip and need your help!
YES! Wish List (an invitation to donate!)
– Juice and packaged snacks to have on hand for youth.
– Hot chocolate mix pouches for Vivian House “Care Cups”, chocolate making

and baking ingredients.
If the spirit moves you to help…contact Darlene at 604-946-0349 or rrainbow@telus.net.
YES! Upcoming Events
Spring Break – Creating With the Spirit. Date TBA if youth show interest.
March 21 – Religious Rap, Baking Communion Bread, Easter Egg Hunt, movie
at Ladner United.
March 27 Spring Break – field trip to First United Mission.

? THANK YOU FROM FIRST UNITED FUND
TUC received a thank you letter from First United this week:
“Please pass along to the members of your congregation a sincere “thank you”
for their response to the First United Church Christmas “Give-a-Gift” appeal.
As a result of your generosity, First United is able to minister in a number of
ways to those who need our help.”
To read the rest of the letter please see the bulletin board in the narthex.

? FALLS PREVENTION MOBILE CLINIC
On March 18th the Falls Prevention Mobile Clinic is coming to the Kinsmen
Recreation Centre. It will feature an individualized fall assessment and sugges-
tions for possible interventions. The session is free of charge, but you must
register by calling 604-519-8583.

? PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO THE FINANCE MINISTER REQUIRED IN THE BC
CONFERENCE OFFICE
Duties for this half-time position include arranging meetings, routine correspond-
ence, financial data entry & filing. Successful applicant must have computer
and hospitality skills with an aptitude for bookkeeping. Deadline for applications
is March 14. Email resume to apps6@united-church.ca & view job description
at www.bc.united-church.ca


