Tsawwassen United Church

5th Sunday of Easter April 20, 2008, 10:00 AM

Easter is a fifty-day celebration of the resurrection of Jesus.

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked “k”, those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER
PRELUDE: God is in My Heart ~ Lucy Ann Warriner

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
WELCOME

*OPENING HYMN: All the Way My Saviour Leads Me VU 635

CALL TO WORSHIP:

This is the season of Easter:

the celebration of resurrection,

the festival of hope,

the promise of new beginnings,
the dance of faith,

the song of joy,

the music of gladness,

the hymn of love.

Let us worship our life-giving God!

PRAYER OF APPROACH (see back of bulletin)

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN — An act of covenanting
with Darlene Rainbow, Debbie Mitchell and Brenda Miller

*HYMN: Dear Lord, Lead Me, Day By Day VU 568
INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

O God, we confess that we often come to you reluctantly,
afraid of what we might have to give up

or change when we enter your presence.

In our reluctance,

we often miss opportunities for your grace to touch us,
and through us to touch others.

Touch us that we might be healed,;

forgive us that we might be born again. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE



LISTENING FOR TRUTH
PRAYER OF PREPARATION
READING: Acts 6:8 — 7:60 pew Bible N.T. page 117

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:
One: This is the witness of the early church.
All: Thanks be to God!

SERMON: “The Story of Stephen”

*HYMN: Take My Life and Let it Be VU 506
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

CELEBRATING THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE:
» The Offering is Collected
* Announcements of the Congregation’s Life & Ministry
» Doxology: Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow VU 541

» Offering Prayer:
You, O God, are the Easter One.
You are the holy source of resurrection.
You are the dancing spirit of life.
We offer these gifts in gratitude for hope returned,
for the mystery of your grace,
and for the promise of resurrection.

CHOIR’'S ANTHEM: The Greatness of God ~ Ted Cornell
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER VU 916 (bottom)
*CLOSING HYMN: Be Thou My Vision VU 642

*COMMISSIONING
*CHORAL BENEDICTION: May the Peace of God Be With Us  ~ Price & Besig
POSTLUDE: Rise, Go Joyously Into Life ~ Lani Smith



Congregational Covenant with

Debbie Mitchell, Darlene Raimbow and Brenda Miller

SCRIPTURE: 1 Cor. 12: 4-11

There are different gifts,

but it is the same Spirit who gives them.

There are different ways of serving,

but it is the same God who is served.

God works through different people in different ways,

it is the same God who achieves holy purposes through them all.
The Spirit gives each one gifts,

to use for the common good.

PRESENTATION OF NEW LEADERS
(with Lynne Meinert, Ministry & Personnel Commiittee)

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:

Lynne: Brothers and Sisters in Christ, each of us is called by God to min-
istry, and called to offer gifts as we are able. Today we recognize Debbie,
Darlene, and Brenda who have heard God'’s call to serve as leaders with
the children and youth of Tsawwssen United Church. All who are called to
these ministries need our prayers and faithful support.

COVENANT QUESTIONS AND PROMISES TO DEBBIE, DARLENE,
AND BRENDA:

Lynne: Debbie, Darlene, and Brenda, you have heard God’s call. Will
you seek to develop your gifts for leadership, and for sharing the Christian
Faith? Will you love and care for the children and youth and participants
in your group? Will you honour your commitment of time and talent? Will
you also take seriously your role as a learner, studying the scriptures and
teachings of our faith?

Debbie, Darlene and Brenda: Yes, we will. We believe God has called us
to this place, and we feel called by God to respond. We will honour and
care for the children and youth, trusting in the Spirit and in God’s prom-
ises to support and guide us; cherishing the faith and spiritual well-being
of the children and youth, relying upon this congregation to support us in
this ministry.



TO CHILDREN AND YOUTH:

Lynne: Children and Youth, as disciples of Jesus, will you do your best to
learn together? Will you respect and help your leaders? Will you do your
part to help make this church a place where all can learn and grow?

Children and Youth: Yes, we will, and we offer them the light of Christ as
they lead us in Sunday School and Youth Group.

(presentation of candle)

CONGREGATIONAL PLEDGE:

Congregation: We remember the promises that are made at baptism
to provide Christian nurture and example for all. We celebrate the
response of Debbie, Darlene, and Brenda to God'’s call. We will

be partners with them in the ministry of Jesus Christ. We will pray
for them, and for the children and youth of our congregation. We
pledge to be learners with them, studying the scriptures and the
faith of our church. United in Spirit, we are the Body of Christ.

PRAYER:

Congregation: Loving God, in Christ you show us the way of truth,
grace, justice and love. Guide us in that way. Knowing you are in
our midst, we pray for those who serve as leaders of children and
youth. Send your Spirit to nurture them and all who are in your care.
Bless the ministry of this congregation. May we all be teachers and
learners together. Amen.

DECLARATION TO DEBBIE, DARLENE AND BRENDA:

Congregation: As people of Tsawwssen United Church, we rejoice in
your gifts, and recognize and affrm your ministry as leaders in our
midst. Thanks be to God!

HYMN: Halle, Halle Halle VU 958
(the children leave for Sunday School during the singing of this hymn)






