Tsawwassen United Church

The Day of Pentecost / Christian Family Sunday May 11, 2008, 10:00 AM

‘Pentecost’ is the Greek word for the Jewish festival of Shavuat which takes
place 50 days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter the apostles were gathered
together in Jerusalem. Suddenly, the Holy Spirit rushed through the room like
a mighty wind and tongues of fire appeared over the apostle’s heads. In the
Christian Church colours of red and orange and yellow remind us of the way in
which the Spirit of God fires up’ Jesus’ followers.

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.
At the points marked “*”, those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

PRELUDE: How Majestic is Your Name ~ Tom Fettke
WELCOME

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

*OPENING HYMN: All Things Bright and Beautiful VU 291

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the beginning when God created

God spoke, and all was made ready.

In the beginning, when God created

God saw, and said “It is good”.

In the beginning, when God created

God blessed, and gave every need to all God’s creation.
In the beginning, when God created

God rested and it was so.

Let us worship our marvellous, amazing, awesome God,
Creator, Son and Holy Spirit.

PRAYER OF APPROACH:

God, we worship as one family

— younger and older, male and female.

We praise you that you have created us in your image,
to be your people in the world.

Guide us this day and every day,

that we might truly be your family.

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

FIRST READING: Psalm 148 VU 871
*HYMN: This is God’s Wondrous World VU 296
THE CREATION ~ Gene Grier and Lowell Everson

A musical presentation by the Cherub, Junior and Handbell Choirs
Accompanist — Irene Coschizza; Flute — Celine Coschizza



*HYMN: In the Bulb There is a Flower VU 703
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

CELEBRATING THE GIFTS OF THE PEOPLE:
» The Offering is Collected
* Announcements of the Congregation’s Life & Ministry
* Doxology: Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow VU 541

» Offering Prayer:
Loving God, you have given us life.
May we in response give you our living:
hearts and minds, time and talents,
for the sharing of your love
and the celebration of your grace. Amen.

CHOIR’'S ANTHEM: The Heaven'’s Are Telling ~ Franz Joseph Haydn
PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
THE LORD’'S PRAYER

THE LAST WORD: John 13:34-35

Jesus said: “l give you a new commandment,

that you love one another.

Just as | have loved you,

you also should love one another.

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.”

*CLOSING HYMN: Let All Things Now Living VU 242

BENEDICTION:

May the blessing of God, our Loving Creator;

and of Jesus the Christ our Companion and Guide;
and of the Holy Spirit, God’s power for newness,
be with you all this day and forevermore. Amen.

*CHORAL BENEDICTION:
May the Peace of God Be With Us ~ Don Besig & Nancy Price
(The congregation is invited to sing.)

As we leave this quiet place, the light of Christ will guide us.
As we share His truth and grace, our Lord will walk beside us.
May the peace of God be with us as we live and serve in faith, in faith.
May the love of Christ within us show in all we do and say.
Amen. Amen.

POSTLUDE:
He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands — Handbells -~ Anna Laura Page






