
Tsawwassen United Church
First Sunday After Pentecost / Trinitiy Sunday	 May 18, 2008, 10:00 AM

Pentecost Season. During this time we reflect on the gift of the Holy Spirit who 
prompts and guides the Christian community through a long season of growth in 

discipleship and service.

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation. 
At the points marked “*”, those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

PRElude:  Holy, Holy, Holy	 ~ R. G. Thompson

LIGHTING the Christ Candle

WELCOME

*OPENING Hymn:  Spirit of God, Unleashed on Earth	 VU 207

CALL TO WORSHIP:
We have come to celebrate the birthday of the church. 
We have come to celebrate Pentecost 
and to open ourselves to God’s Spirit that it might fill us.
O God, help us to direct our thoughts to you, 
that your power might fill this church and our lives, 
as it filled your people throughout the ages.  
Teach us to be your church and your people.  Amen.

PRAYER OF opening

STORYTime with the Children

*Hymn:  Come, O Holy Spirit, Come	 VU 383

INVITATION TO CONFESSION:  Spirit of the Living God	 VU 376, v. 1

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
Generous God, you give us the gift of your Spirit, 
but we confess that we have not known how to use it.
You send us the Spirit of courage, but we have been afraid.  
You send us the Spirit of truth, but we cling to our illusions. 
You send us the Spirit of healing, but we cannot let go of our hurts.  
Holy Spirit of forgiveness, come to us again:
shake our hearts, set our souls on fire with your love: 
send us out into the world rejoicing in your power.
We hold out to you  all our particular burdens of guilt and sin,
and we ask for your help to live the way of your justice and love.  
Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE



LISTENING FOR TRUTH

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

READINGS:  (Reader: Melanie Williams) 
Genesis 1:1–2:4a	 pew Bible O.T. page 1 
Psalm 8	 VU 732 
Matthew 28:16–20	 pew Bible N.T. page 32

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:
One:  This is the witness of God’s people.
All:  Thanks be to God!

SERMON:  “The Great Commission”

*Hymn:  Lord, You Give the Great Commission	 VU 512

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

choir’s anthem:  I Feel the Spirit	 ~ Nancy Price & Don Besig

Celebrating the Gifts of the People:
The Offering is Collected•	
HYMN:  We Gather Here	 VU 469•	

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION (see insert)

THE LAST WORD:  2 Corinthians 13: 11-13	 pew Bible N.T. page 176 
(Congregation may be seated.)

*Closing Hymn:  God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian	 VU 514

*COMMISSIONING:
We are the church! We follow where the Spirit leads,
daring to be risk takers wherever we go!
We are filled with the breath of the Holy Spirit!
May the blessing of God, Creator and Giver of Life, the Son, 
Life of God incarnate, and the Holy Spirit, bearer and power of new life 
among all people be with us now and forever.
Amen.

*CHORAL BENEDICTION: 
May the Peace of God Be With Us	 ~ Don Besig & Nancy Price 
(The congregation is invited to sing.)

As we leave this quiet place, the light of Christ will guide us. 
As we share His truth and grace, our Lord will walk beside us. 

May the peace of God be with us as we live and serve in faith, in faith. 
May the love of Christ within us show in all we do and say. 

Amen. Amen.

Postlude:  Concluding Voluntary	 ~ R.G. Thompson



Pentecost Communion Prayer
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right that we should praise you, 
gracious God, for you created all things. 
You formed us in your own image: 
male and female you created us. 
When we turned away from you in sin, 
you did not cease to care for us, 
but opened a path of salvation for all people. 
You made a covenant with Israel, 
and through your servants Abraham and Sarah 
gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. 
Through Moses you led your people from bondage into freedom; 
through the prophets you renewed your promise of salvation. 
Therefore, with them, and with all your saints
who have served you in every age, 
we give you thanks and raise our voices 
to proclaim the glory of your name. 

Holy, holy, holy are you,	 VU 932 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the one who comes in your name. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest!

Holy God, source of life and goodness, 
all creation rightly gives you praise. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your child Jesus Christ, 
to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, 
the Mother and Father of us all. 
He healed the sick and ate and drank with outcasts and sinners; 
he opened the eyes of the blind
and proclaimed the Good News of your kingdom
to the poor and to those in need. 
In all things he fulfilled your gracious will. 



Please return this insert to the basket on the table in the narthex for use 
during a future communion service.

On the night he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and after giving thanks to you, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples. 
And said, “Take, eat: 
this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and after giving thanks,
gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.”

Gracious God, 
by the death of your child you have destroyed the power of death, 
and by raising him to life you have given us life for evermore. 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.	 VU 933
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come, come again. 

Recalling his death, 
proclaiming his resurrection, 
and looking for his coming again in glory, 
we offer you, O God, this bread and this cup. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these gifts, 
that all who eat and drink at this table
may be one body, one holy people, 
a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory is yours, God most holy, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer	 VU 959




