
Tsawwassen United Church
5th Sunday of Easter	 May 10, 2009, 10:00 AM

Easter is a fifty-day celebration of the resurrection of Jesus.
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation. 

At the points marked “*”, those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

PRElude:  When There’s Love at Home	 ~ arr. by Roger C. Wilson

WELCOME

*OPENING Hymn:  Dance With the Spirit	 MV 156

CALL TO WORSHIP:
We gather as a people for whom faith matters.
God, deepen our faith.
We gather as a family, each one unique and wonderful.
God, deepen our connection with one another, and with you.
We gather as a people committed to the church; 
as a people who proclaim the Good News.
God, deepen our will to seek justice and compassion. 
Let us celebrate the gift of life.

SCRIPTURE:  (Reader:  Lynne Meinert) 
1 John 4:7–21	 pew Bible N.T. page 223

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:
One:  This is the faithful witness of God’s people.
All:  Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF APPROACH

STORYTime with the Children (with Brenda Miller)

*Hymn:  Many are the Light Beams	 MV 588

PRAYER FOR RESTORING LIFE:
Christ, our Shepherd, 
you have shared your family home in Nazareth; 
you have shared the homes of your disciples; 
you are well acquainted with homes 
and the way people can bring them alive. 
Yet our homes are too often filled with uncaring silence, 
loneliness, or hurt. 
Our household of faith too often is not welcoming. 
Show us our error and forgive us. 
Heal us; unite us; remind us we are indeed a family in you.  Amen.



ASSURANCE OF GRACE:
Friends and family members, hear the good news! 
In freely given grace, God in Christ creates us anew, 
released from guilt and doubt and fear. 
We can walk in newness of life. 
Thanks be to God!
Halle, Halle, Halle (sung twice)	 VU 958

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

SCRIPTURE:  John 15:1–8	 pew Bible N.T. page 104

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:
One:  This is the faithful witness of God’s people.
All:  Thanks be to God!

SERMON:  “Jesus, the True Vine”

*Hymn:  Spirit, Open My Heart	 MV 79

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

choir’s anthem: 
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying	 ~  Ken Medema; arr. by J. Schrader 
(Solo:  Sandra Timuss)

Celebrating the Gifts of the People:
The Offering is Collected•	
Announcements of the Congregation’s Life & Ministry•	
*Doxology: Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow•	 	 VU 541
Offering Prayer•	

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

THE PRAYER OF JESUS	 VU 916 (top)

THE LAST WORD:  Psalm 22: 25–31	 pew Bible O.T. page 484  
(Congregation may be seated.)

*Closing Hymn:  May the God of Hope Go with Us	 VU 424

*COMMISSIONING:
Christ is the vine, 
we are the branches, our lives in the world are the fruit of God’s love. 
We go into the world bearing fruit, living love. 
We go into the world with God’s music in our hearts, 
and God’s message on our lips.

*BENEDICTION

Postlude:  Little Rondo	 ~ Richard Blake
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