
Tsawwassen United Church
17th Sunday After Pentecost	 September 27, 2009, 10:00 AM

Pentecost Season. During this time we reflect on the gift of the Holy Spirit who 
prompts and guides the Christian community through a long season of growth in 

discipleship and service.

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation. 
At the points marked “*”, those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

PRElude

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

*OPENING Hymn:  Come Touch Our Hearts	 MV 12

PRAYER OF OPENING:
Loving God, hold us close when we fear 
or do not understand the way before us.
Open us to the ones who await your welcome through us.
May our own frailty make us more gracious — 
and may we rejoice that in caring for others, we welcome you.
Amen.

THE CHILDREN LEAVE FOR GODLY PLAY (with Marilyn Merry)

CONNECTING TO OUR HEART’S LONGING: 
Come and Fill Our Hearts	 MV 16

SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

READINGS:  (Reader: Floyd Wartnow)
Exodus 15:22–16:3
Mark 16:1–8

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:
One:  This is the witness of the early church.
All:  Thanks be to God!

SERMON:  “The Long and Winding Road”

*Hymn:  Lead On, O Cloud of Presence	 VU 421



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Celebrating the Gifts of the People:
The Offering is Collected•	
Announcements of the Congregation’s Life & Ministry•	
*Doxology: Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow•	 	 VU 541
*Offering Prayer•	

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
Solo (with Sandra Dawn)

THE LAST WORD:  Mark 9:49–50

*Closing Hymn:  A Mighty Fortress is Our God	 VU 262

*BENEDICTION

*COMMISSIONING

Postlude: 
Go Now in Peace, Guided by the Light	 ~ Pedro Rubalcava; arr. Peter Kolar





ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW SEMINAR, SATURDAY, •	
OCTOBER 3RD, 9AM to 12:30 PM 
Tsawwassen United Church and Hamilton Duncan Armstrong + Stewart Law 
Corporation are pleased to present a seminar on the topics of Estate Planning 
and Protecting the Elderly from Financial Abuse. All members of the public are 
invited to join us at this free and informative presentation. Space is limited, so 
please reserve your seat by September 25th. RSVP to Mary Almond at 604-
943-2911 or malmond@tsawwassenunited.org.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

CUPCAKES!•	  
Members of Godly Play would like to continue support of Ablaye 
Mbaye, our foster child in Senegal. We will be offering cupcakes 
with coffee on Thanksgiving Sunday, October 11th, and ask 
for your donation.
UNITED CHURCH OBSERVER•	  
The most recent issue of The United Church Observer is available for 
borrowing from the magazine box under the bulletin board in the narthex.
2008 ANNUAL REPORT •	
Several copies of the 2008 Annual Report of The United Church of Canada 
are available for borrowing from the table in the narthex. The annual report 
presents a snapshot of the United church and some of its work in 2008.
CALENDARS •	
A limited number of 2010 Canadian Church 
Calendars will be ordered for purchase at the Fall 
Fair for $8 each. If you would like one ordered for you 
please contact Melanie Williams at 604-948-0261. 
The deadline for ordering is September 30th.
Poetry at The Wired Monk•	  
Wed. Oct. 7 @ 7pm––The Wired Monk, 2610 West 4th Avenue, Vancouver. 
Meet at The Wired Monk on the corner of 4th and Trafalgar in Kitsilano for a 
two-hour poetry jam-session featuring local poets--Susan McCaslin, Diane 
Tucker, Sheila Rosen & others whose lives have been touched by Thomas 
Merton. Minimum donation: $5 at the door. For more information, please 
contact the Thomas Merton Society of Canada at 604-669-2546 or email 
tmsc@telus.net or see www.merton.ca.
MOVING BEYOND HOMELESSNESS BENEFIT CONCERT AND CD •	
LAUNCH 
At 8PM on Wednesday, October 14, at St. Andrew’s – Wesley United 
Church (at Burrard and Nelson). Many of the locally and nationally renowned 
musicians who brought their talent and commitment to the creation of this CD 
are coming together for this special event. Join host Bill Richardson for an 
evening of uplifting music to raise awareness and bring community together 
in support the work of First United Church Mission in the Downtown Eastside. 
(Admission by donation. Tax receipts for donations of $20 or more. Visa and 
Mastercard will be accepted for donations or CD purchase).



SILENT AUCTION 
Please consider items that you might be able to donate 
to the Silent Auction.  If you have an item you think 
might be suitable, contact Bill Williams, ahead of time, 
to let him know and make arrangements for delivery to 
the Church. If you have a connection to a local business 
that would be interested in donating an item, please see Bill for an 
‘introduction letter’ on TUC letterhead.

~ Bill Williams, Booth Coordinator, 604-943-7262

PLANTS 
If you are splitting perennials in your garden, or have an indoor 
potted plant that no longer works for you, or you have extra 
produce in your garden that you couldn’t possibly eat all on 
your own, please consider a donation to the Plant booth.  Mary 
Richardson has pots if you need them.

~ Mary Richardson, Booth Coordinator, 604-943-3210

PROMISE TREE 
Get to know your church family...make a promise now to provide a service 
later. Some examples could be hosting a tea party, making up Christmas 
card address labels, making up greeting cards, baking, dog walking, ba-
bysitting, providing computer lessons, gardening, chauffeuring. Consider 
your own talents and come up with a promise or two. Phone Barbara to 
donate a promise.

~Barbara Geddes, Booth Coordinator, 604-948-0304

GARAGE SALE ITEMS
Start cleaning out your storage space, cupboards and garages of 
all the valuable items that someone else might cherish!  Note:  
please, no junk. When you go through your things, bring 
only serviceable items, in good working order, with all the 
necessary pieces, because anything not sold at the end of 
the day must be taken to the dump at a cost to TUC. Items 
cannot be dropped off before Tuesday, October 13th. 
If you have items that can’t be stored until the Fair week, please contact 
Agnes Jackson (604-943-1443) to make arrangements.

Fall Fair, Saturday, October 17, 2009

If you have any questions or if you have some time you could donate, 
please contact Melanie Williams at 604-948-0261 or 

melaniewilliams@dccnet.com.  Thank you!


