
Tsawwassen United Church
24th Sunday After Pentecost	 November 15, 2009, 10:00 AM

Pentecost Season. During this time we reflect on the gift of the Holy Spirit who 
prompts and guides the Christian community through a long season of growth in 

discipleship and service.

Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation. 
At the points marked “*”, those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

PRELUDE

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

*OPENING Hymn:  Come, O Fount of Every Blessing	 VU 559

OPENING PRAYER

THE CHILDREN LEAVE FOR GODLY PLAY (with Marilyn Merry)

CONNECTING TO OUR HEART’S LONGING: 
Spirit of Life	 VU 381

SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

READINGS:  (Reader: Geri Pryputsch)
1 Samuel 1:4–20	 Pew Bible O.T. Page 238
Mark 13:1–8	 Pew Bible N.T. Page 47

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:
One:  This is the witness of the early church.
All:  Thanks be to God!

SERMON:  “A Prayer is Answered”

*Hymn:  My Love Colours Outside the Lines	 MV 138



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Celebrating the Gifts of the People:
The Offering is Collected•	
Announcements of the Congregation’s Life & Ministry•	
*Doxology: Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow•	 	 VU 541
*Offering Prayer•	

CHOIR’S ANTHEM:  I Feel the Spirit	 ~ Nancy Price; arr. Don Besig

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY

*Closing Hymn:  As Comes the Breath of Spring	 VU 373

THE LAST WORD:  1 Samuel 2:1–10	 Pew Bible O.T. Page 239

BENEDICTION

COMMISSIONING

POSTLUDE:  May God’s Sheltering Wings	 MV 214 
(Congregation may remain seated.) 





MINUTES FOR MISSION 2009
Extreme Church

First United Church in Fort McMurray, Alberta, might be called an ex-
treme church. Fort McMurray is a city of extremes. It has lots of pluses—
a community college, a nursing program, recreation centres, and some 
top-notch sports programs, including competitive skating. Its cultural 
programs and shopping facilities are still expanding for an 80,000-plus 
population. But this is also a community where a basic three-bedroom 
home rents for $3,500 to $4,000 a month—if you can find one—and costs 
$650,000 or more to purchase. There are people who do make the big 
bucks, but not all of them do. Many don’t earn the big dollars of the oil 
company executives or others in the booming commodity industry.

Some residents may have come far from their homes to Fort McMurray 
looking for high-paying jobs. But the high salaries can come with a price 
of loneliness and lack of family support. This makes many vulnerable to 
influences that they might well resist at home. At First United, a dedicated 
few have kept the doors of the church open in a challenging community. 
With a message of hope, the Mission and Service Fund helps First United 
offer help for those who seek it. It is a community of faith where all are 
accepted.

The core of this congregation is active and committed. But the challenge is 
huge. The volunteers and a minister have organized a church school, pro-
duced musical skits with local children and youth, and offer free meeting 
space for Alcoholics Anonymous and rental space for a multicultural soci-
ety. Most importantly, they offer Sunday worship where young oil workers 
who are missing families and sometimes coming off a 19-day stretch of 
work can worship and find community before going home to sleep. 

Please continue to give generously through the Mission and Service Fund 
so that this community can continue to love and serve! A lot of people in 
Fort McMurray are blessed by your M&S gifts!

Minutes for Mission 2009 is published by the Financial Stewardship 
Unit as a resource for the Mission and Service Fund.

We recycle our bulletins.  If you are not taking your bulletin home, 
please leave it in the basket on the narthex table.


