
Tsawwassen United Church
Easter Sunday	 April 4, 2010, 10:00 AM

Easter is a fifty-day celebration of the resurrection of Jesus.
Portions of the service printed in bold are spoken by the whole congregation.

At the points marked “*”, those who are able are invited to stand.

THE PEOPLE GATHER

PRElude: 
Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet	 ~ Natalie Sleeth 
Christ is Alive!	 ~ Thomas Williams 
Let All Things Now Living	 ~ Welsh Folk Melody

INVOCATION:  Let the Heavens Be Glad	 ~ John B. Foley 
(Soloist: Sandra Dawn; Violin: Julia Lattimer; Hand Bells: Jan McLaurin, 
Marilyn Merry and Michele McLaurin)

Scripture Sentences:
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Psalm 118:24

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them 
and give thanks to the Lord.  Psalm 118:19

GREETINGS:
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed. Hallelujah! Alleluia!

CALL TO WORSHIP:
Christ has risen.  Christ has risen indeed.
God is alive . . . new birth is given.
Hope is alive . . .a new age is dawning.
Joy is alive . . .redemption is here.
Love is alive . . .death cannot harm us.
We are alive . . .new life is within us.
The church is alive . . .God’s Spirit is within us.
Let us celebrate the God of resurrection!

LIGHTING the Christ Candle

WELCOME

*Hymn:  Jesus Christ is Risen Today	 VU 155 
(This hymn will be preceded by a piano and violin intro. The choir will stand 
when it’s time to sing the first verse.)

OPENING PRAYER:
God of renewed presence, on this Easter day we know that with you 
all things are possible.  May the Good News of Easter joy fill our 
lives and make our hearts glad.  Hallelujah.  Amen.



ANTHEM:  Great is the Lord (with Sandra Dawn and violinist Julia Lattimer)	 ~ Michael W. Smith

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
Let us confess our shortcomings, recalling the words of Christ:
Jesus said, “Peace be with you.”
Yet sometimes we sow discord, 
neglecting to make peace with our sisters and brothers.
Jesus said, “As God has sent me, so I send you.”
Yet sometimes we refuse to go, fearing to follow unknown paths of faith.
Jesus said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
But we turn away, rejecting the gifts of the Spirit.
(silent reflection)
Forgive us, blessed God, in the name of Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

Words of Assurance

LISTENING FOR TRUTH

Prayer for illumination

READINGS:	 Acts 10:34–43	 pew Bible O.T. page 123 
	 John 20:1–18	 pew Bible N.T. page 109

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:
One:  This is the witness of God’s people.
All:  Thanks be to God!

*Hymn:  Sing Your Joy	 VU 253

SERMON:  “The Mystery of Easter”

choir’s anthem:  Because He Lives	 ~ Gloria Gaither & William J. Gaither

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH	 VU 918

*Hymn:  As Comes the Breath of Spring	 VU 373

Celebrating the Gifts of the People:
The Offering is Collected•	
*Offering Hymn: We Praise You, O God	 VU 219, vs. 1 only•	

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION (see insert)
Music During Communion:

Violin Solo: Meditation from the Opera ‘Thais’•	 	 ~ Jules Massenet
Violin & Piano: Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring•	 	 ~ Johann Sebastian Bach

*Closing Hymn:  Thine is the Glory	 VU 173

THE LAST WORD:  From Isaiah 65

*COMMISSIONING

Postlude:  Ode to Joy	 ~ Ludwig van Beethoven



Easter Sunday Communion Prayer
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, gracious God, 
Creator of light, Giver of all life, Source of love. 
With your breath, your formed all that we are 
and all that is beyond us; 
the heavens tell your glory. 
Through fear-filled days and aching nights
when the powers of death have done their worst,
your love has never deserted us. 
Even when we turn away from you, you are with us; 
your presence never fails us, 
and your gifts of hope and new life transform us. 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, 
risen to life, eternal as your love. 
With the women at the tomb, we raise the strain of gladness. 
Hallelujah! Life is stronger than death!
The day of resurrection has come, scattering fear and gloom, 
and so we rejoice with all your people of every time and place, 
and with angels and archangels, 
to proclaim the glory of your name:, 

Holy, holy, holy are you, 		  VU 932
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in your name. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Mighty and tender God, in Jesus of Nazareth
we recognize the fullness of your grace:
light, life, and love, revealed
in words that confront and comfort us,
in teachings that challenge and change us,
in compassion that heals and frees us.
And now we gather at this table to remember 
and to be filled with such longing for your realm, 
that we may rise together
to turn our worship into witness
and to follow in your way.



Please return this insert to the basket on the table in the narthex for use 
during a future communion service.

We remember that when Jesus ate with his friends, 
he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
“Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. 
Each time you do this, remember me.” 
Then, he took a cup, and after giving thanks, 
passed it to his friends, saying: 
“Drink. This cup that is poured out for you
is the promise of God, made in my blood.
Whenever you drink it, remember me.”  

At this time, we also remember 
all with whom you would have us share your feast.
We pray for all who are in sorrow or in pain . . .
all who are ill or alone . . .
all who live with fear, oppression, or hunger . . .
for all whom the world counts as last and least . . . .
We pray for the church and its varied ministries . . .
for nations as they strive for peace and justice . . .
for all our families and friends . . . .

Loving God, we rejoice in the gift of your grace,
remembering Christ’s life and death, proclaiming his resurrection, 
waiting in hope for his coming again.
Grant that, in praise and thanksgiving, we may so offer ourselves to you
that our lives may proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 	 VU 933
Christ has risen. 
Christ will come again.

Send, O God, your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts,
that all who share in this loaf and cup may be the body of Christ: 
light, life, and love in the world.
In this hope and as your people, we praise you.

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory is yours, God most holy, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 	 VU 933

The Lords Prayer (sung)	 VU 960




