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the voice
 November 2006

of Tsawwassen United Church

Looking Back . . .
During the month
of July we were
blessed with the
caring ministry of
the Reverend
Doug Graves who
always receives a
warm welcome
from Tsawwassen
United folk.  Doug is minister at St.
Stephen’s United.  His thought-provok-
ing meditations were delivered with elo-
quence and grace.  Doug most certainly
gave us food for thought as was evi-
dent during our fellowship time as peo-
ple engaged in lively discussion over
their coffee.  On Doug’s last Sunday
with us, he was surprised with a light
lunch and cake to say “thank you,
Doug!”  While Doug filled the pulpit,
Pat Rogers, Sara Ciantar and Rod
Asher provided us with spiritual direc-
tion through their music ministries.  We
are grateful to these talented people for
sharing their gifts with us.

A “Welcome Back” luncheon was held
on the second Sunday in September.
Many hot dogs and other delicacies
were consumed as folks got back into
the swing of our new church-year ac-
tivities.  By the sounds of the chatter in
the hall, there was lots of catching up
with old friends and meeting new ones.
Thanks to Shelby Delaney and crew
and the ever-faithful Armitage family.
What a great way to kick off
Tsawwassen United’s new season.

Thanksgiving is traditionally a time
when we truly give thanks for all the
blessings in our lives.  Here, at
Tsawwassen United, we celebrated on

Thanksgiving Sunday with an
intergenerational service.  Sandra
Timuss, our own Martha Stewart, and
other members of Worship Division
decorated with a traditional autumn
theme.  Gifts of food were received
from the congregation which were later
given to the Ladner Food Bank.  The
children, including Gordon Verplank,
participated by making a huge banner
which was placed at the front of the
sanctuary during the service.  The ban-
ner read:

“Thanks Be to God.”

The banner was left up during the re-
mainder of October and served to re-
mind us as we entered the sanctuary
that our blessings from God are, indeed,
plentiful. 

First United Church and the
Reverend Ruth Wright
Outreach Divi-
sion arranged
for a Sunday
with Ruth
Wright and
some of the
v o l u n t e e r s
from First
U n i t e d
Church, Van-
couver.  As
you are aware, Tsawwassen United
Church is one of 23 churches around
the Lower Mainland who support the
First United Church Mission.

On October 22 we encouraged people
in the congregation to make a donation
to assist with the various programmes
that First United Church offers to the
street-people and residents of the

Downtown East Side.  The volunteers
brought what remained in their fresh
produce cupboards plus some meat
that was in their refrigerator on Satur-
day.  They, with the help of volunteers
from our Outreach Division, made a
typical batch of soup which we lunched
on, along with a bun.  The soups are
served to people in mugs as their first
meal of the day, Monday to Friday
mornings.  We were also offered a
choice of tuna, ham or egg sandwiches,
typical of the offerings of lunch time at
First United.  Ruth explained that health
officials were consulted regarding what
was most nutritious for the “clientele.”
High protein was the reply; hence the
soup with meat (when meat is on hand)
and the three choices of sandwiches.

While introducing Ruth, Archie Mullan
asked the congregation to imagine be-
ing one of the recipients of the hot
breakfast — cramped and cold from a
night on the rainy streets of Vancouver
and suffering from various health issues.
During worship, Ruth elaborated on the
various programmes of outreach First
United offers to their community.  Ruth
informed us that First United Church
was established in 1885 as a short-term
solution to assisting those who were in
dire need.  She stated that First Church
has been failing all these years because
there have always been people “falling
through the cracks” of society.  The
numbers are increasing.  She told us
profoundly moving stories of three peo-
ple who received assistance with their
hard lives.  The stillness in the sanctu-
ary was almost tangible.  Our thanks
go to our Outreach Division who spon-
sored this experience with Ruth and the
volunteers at First United. 

Rev. Doug Graves

Rev. Ruth Wright
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS
The Annual Fall Fair
Once again we had a fun-filled and fi-
nancially rewarding Fall Fair.  New Di-
rector of Operations, Melanie Williams,
succeeded in calling all hands on deck
to ensure a successful day.  From Gran-
nie’s Attic to home baking, from
Collectibles and crafts to Silent Auc-
tion, from Home Decor to the World
Post Office, from Books to Toys, from
clothes to umbrellas, from plants and
Best Jewellery to furniture and home
preserves, there was something for
everyone.  We were entertained with
face painting, henna designs and the
bottle game.  While delectable food was
served outside under the big tent, classy
crepes were whipped up in the kitchen.
Of course, the Pie Ladies’ wonderful
creations sold out as usual.
Once again our esprit des corps was
obvious as people came together and
helped each other make the day truly
memorable.  Each booth has its own
character and spirit which presents it-
self from early preparations through the
hectic activities to final clean up and
putting away.  Not only do we get to
know people in our congregation bet-
ter but we meet new people and enjoy
the fun and hilarity — and maybe even
a bit of silliness when we are punchy!
There is nothing like this event to bring
us together as a community working to-
wards a common goal.  Some of us are
already working to ensure our booth for
2007 is an extreme success! 

Fall Fashion Show
If you think the ladies of this congrega-
tion are pretty special, you should have
seen them when they were dressed to
the nines by Pauline Mushens in Week-
ender clothing!  What models of elegance!
As Joanne, Marilyn, Carol, Melanie,
Mollie, Joan and Muriel strutted their
stuff on the runway in the church hall,
the audience was mesmerized.  Over

tea and sweet things to eat, the ladies
were tempted beyond all reason to part
with their pennies and some
larger currency.  The mod-
els were decked out in
beautiful shades of Ber-
muda blue, chocolate
brown (this year’s col-
our), chartreuse, pumpkin
and “Cancun” (a subtle sand
colour) in various styles.
If you missed the Fall Fashion Show,
don’t miss the spring show — it’s ab-
solutely a must!  Pauline organizes
these fashion extravaganzas twice a
year as fund-raisers.  She thoroughly
enjoys organizing these events which
are fun — and a lot of hard work, too
— for her and the models, not to men-
tion those of us who sip tea and marvel
at the lovely attire.
Pauline is donating 15% of the profits
from sales to our church funds plus the
full amount of the free-will “entrance
fee.”  Thank you, Pauline, for your
creative expertise and generosity.
By the way, Pauline mentioned to us
that it’s not too late to place your or-
ders if you weren’t able to do so on the
day of the show.  Her telephone number
is 604-948-4807 if you wish to arrange
a private showing. 

PIES, PIES, PIES!
Another pie-making season is over and
a huge thank-you goes to all the ladies
who came on Wednesday mornings to
peel, to roll, to fill, to crimp, to bag and
to put pies in the freezer AND to clean
up!  We made 912 pies and gave to the
church $4,160.85.  (Our expenses were
$1,255.34).  Thank-you to all those who
contributed fruit; without you our ex-
penses would have been
much higher.
Joanne Harris
and Fran
Sutherland 

Spaghetti Dinner and
Hallowe’en Dress-up!
On October 27 a festive dinner was held
in the church hall.  Leona Prowse pro-
vided the instructions and ladies from
the choir provided the delicious baked
spaghetti casseroles.  Salads, flat bread
and cookies and chocolate cup cakes,
along with tea, coffee and juice were
served.

Our congregation
attends service on
Sunday looking
like the typical
United Church
family; invite them
to a Hallowe’en
dinner and the amaz-
ing costumes (or skeletons) come out
of the closets!  There were cowboys,
cats, floozies and Ma Kettle and her
side-kick, along with masks and fancy
glasses and great smiles from all.

We were able to present a generous
donation to our general finances as well.
Perhaps this will become an annual
event?

Many thanks to Leona and Marilyn for
co-ordinating all this fun. Following is
the recipe for baked spaghetti requested
by many.

1 cup chopped onion
1 cup chopped green pepper
1 tablespoon butter or margarine
1 28-ounce can tomatoes with liquid –

cut up
1 28-ounce can tomato sauce
1 can (4 ounces) mushroom stems and

pieces, drained
1 can (2 1/4 ounce) sliced ripe olives,

drained
2 teaspoons dried basil
4 cloves minced garlic
2 teaspoons dried oregano
1 pound ground beef, browned and

drained (it’s optional to drain)
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12 ounces spaghetti, cooked and
drained

2 cups (8 ounces) shredded cheddar
cheese

1 can (10 3/4 ounces) condensed cream
of mushroom soup (not diluted)

1/4 cup water
1/4 cup grated parmesan cheese

In a large skillet, saute onion, gar-
lic and green pepper in
butter until tender.  Add

tomatoes, sauce,
mushrooms, ol-
ives and herbs.

If using ground beef, add it now.  Sim-
mer uncovered for 10 minutes.  Place
half of the spaghetti in a greased 13
inch X 9 inch X 2 inch baking dish.  Top
with half of the vegetable mixture.
Sprinkle with 1 cup of cheddar cheese.
Repeat layers.  Mix the soup and wa-
ter until smooth; pour over casserole.
Sprinkle with parmesan cheese.  Bake
uncovered at 350 F for 30 to 35 min-
utes or until heated through.  Makes 12
servings. 

Musical Notes
Our musical offerings, especially for
Advent and Christmas, are as follows:

November 26th, pre-service music
provided by the Handbell Choir.

December 3rd, first Sunday in Ad-
vent, communion and the children’s
choir presentation “The Little Christ-
mas Traveller.”

December 10th, second in Advent,
Magee Secondary Chamber Choir, with
their Director-in-Residence, Mr. John
Trepp, will once again provide us with
their beautiful music. If you haven’t
heard these talented young musicians,
this is most likely your last opportunity.

December 17th, third Sunday in Ad-
vent, the Senior Choir presents the
Cantata “Behold the Glory.”

December 24, Christmas Eve Sunday
morning service, the Handbell Choir

plays pre-service music beginning at
9:30.

December 24, Christmas Eve Family
Service at 4 P.M. and our traditional
Christmas Eve communion service will
take place at 10 P.M.
Leona Prowse
Director of Music 

Property (Part V)
Keeping Up Appearances
Since the last time the Property Division
gave a report, there have been many
things that happened over the summer
months. Here is our update:

The “boys” — Cal, Richard and Kent —
have kept the lawns and trimmings look-
ing fresh with a haircut per week. We
THINK they have also succeeded in pull-
ing out all the roots where the pyrocantha
was located at the base of the beams (you
know “the beams” — that which rotted
out!).  Thanks, “boys.”

Which leads to the gardens: they pro-
duced a splendour of colour throughout
the seasons and have donned their win-
ter coats. One spot (south driveway) has
been enhanced with ornamental grasses
which dance with the winds.  It is hoped
to add more in the spring.  Thanks, Fran.

The Memorial Garden is well groomed
and the roses look lovely.  Thanks, Bill.

The summer saw the cement curbing
trimmed back of overgrown grass and
the letters and numbers repainted.
Thanks, Jerry.

Bright yellow lines were applied to the park-
ing lot and surrounding curbing.  Thanks,
Doug and Nancy (and me ? ).

It has taken the janitors the whole sum-
mer to strip and polish the floors.  Sev-
eral of you have noticed and made men-
tion of it.  Thanks, Bryan and Bonnie.

Storage rooms are under construction
for the use of Outreach.  Thanks, Jeff.

The sign-board, at the curb-side, has
been completely replaced.  The vandals

had managed to break the plexi-glass and
the piece of tarmac which broke through
did a fair amount of damage to the in-
side lights.  Thanks, Mike.

The Sunday School supplies have been
moved to the back of the Sunday School
room.  There will be new cupboards in-
stalled in the near future.  As well, the
office is sporting a new work station.
Thanks, George and Mary.

Take note, the kitchen is slowly improv-
ing.  Two new stoves have been installed
plus the cupboard moved so the stoves
now sit under the hood fans.  As well, a
new system for housing the cutlery has
been implemented.  No longer are the
knives, forks, and spoons in the draw-
ers.  Each has its own container on the
shelf under the drawers.  The weight was
just too much for the drawers and the
plastic runners gave way as did the
drawer bottoms.  Thanks, Doug.

There is always something in the run-
ning of TUC which requires numerous
helping hands.  We don’t always see
what is being done and we don’t always
even notice when something has been
done but it is there.

To all who pitch in and just “do” “thanks”.
It makes “our” church stand out as a
building that is not only used for its in-
tended purpose but as a church building
that is loved.  Thanks to all and thanks
be to GOD.

Mary Jackson,
Chair of Property 

FALL FAIR STORAGE

There have been requests to
have some place to store things
for the Fall Fair.  The only stor-
age available is used for racks,
tables, etc., that are used in the
setup every year.  There is
NO place to store things which
are intended for sale in next
year’s Fall Fair.  Please do not
bring things which will have to sit
for a year.
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Several Sundays ago in Worship,
Mollie acknowledged the ministry of
the Pie Ladies.  The following is from
her notes.

Joanne Harris, Convenor of the Pie La-
dies, reports that they have been mak-
ing pies for 22 years.

While originally the goal was to make pies
to sell at the church’s annual Fall Fair,
soon the pies became so popular the
women expanded their season.  Now they
create pies from June to mid October.

For many years, storage was a challenge.
The women took the unbaked pies home
to store them in their own freezers.
Then they got organized and soon two
freezers were purchased which are kept
in the ‘old’ church kitchen.

This year, for the first time, the freezers
were so full that the Pie Ladies decided
to put an ad in the Delta Optimist say-
ing that pies were available for sale dur-
ing the week at the church office.  For
some people, that put Tsawwassen
United Church on the map!

It used to be that Joanne had to get up
a six a.m. on Wednesdays to make sure
that everything was ready when the pie
makers arrived at 9:00 a.m.  But these
days, Joanne and Fran Sutherland
make up the pie dough at home.

Even so, Joanne is here shortly after
8:30 a.m. every Wednesday and she is
often joined at that hour by Barbara
Lemmer.  The rest of the women ar-
rive between 9:00 and 9:30.

Joanne says that even though she never
knows who or how many are going to
show up each week, somehow it al-
ways works out.   If ten women come,
some of the work can be done in 2
hours.  And if 20 women come, then it
can be done in 1 hour.

Some statistics:

? From 2001 to 2005 the pie makers
created 3583 pies, and contributed
$18,075. to our church.

? Three weeks before the Fall Fair
they had made 619 pies.

Joanne and her colleagues thank you
for sharing in this ministry, either by con-
tributing fruit – without which they
could not function, or by purchasing the
pies to enjoy with your family and
friends.

Below you will see the list of the
women who are associated with this
ministry.

Ethel Armitage, Rhonda Arnason,
Jean Brown, Audrey Burton, Marilyn
Cotter, Eleanor Coulter, Ollie Day,
Shirley Estergaard, Odette Gates,
Joy Gillespie, Minnie Haggerty,
Noreen Hale, Joanne Harris, Rita
Ingleson, Sheila Lee, Barbara
Lemmer, Mary Wartnow, Ellen
Weitzel, Bea Whitworth, Melanie
Williams.

Friends, Joanne and friends, we thank
God for the gifts of your skill and time.

Amen.  

The Pie People

Bill Heather reports that stamps have been coming in very slowly over
the past few months. Now that the Christmas season is approach-
ing, Bill reminds us to save our stamps. They are sold by the
pound and the profits benefit leprosy missions. Yes, there is
still leprosy in this modern age. Please help! The box to
deposit the stamps is located on the shelf of the coat
rack across from the ladies’ washroom.

STAMPS

AFGHAN REFUGEE
UPDATE REPORT
The refugee applications of the two
older single sisters, Habiba and Halima,
of our Afghan family are still being as-
sessed.  Because of misdirected mail,
language problems, ID paperwork and
other unexplained difficulties, it’s been
almost three years since we, along with
Benediction Lutheran Church, offered
to sponsor these two women.  The slow
process has been worked on continu-
ously all this time... now with some le-
gal help there’s still hope for them.

When their father died and their home
was destroyed, they went to a refugee
area in Pakistan to live with another
sister’s family of five, all in a one-room
apartment.  Not having any related
male “protector” they currently cannot
go out of the apartment to work or even
shop.  They are in their late fifties now
and did not marry as their mother died
when the two younger sisters were only
about three years old and they took over
the caring of the family home.

Now, Gullalai, one of the younger sis-
ters, would very much like to have them
come to Canada so she can care for
these women who indeed are her
mother figures.

The plight of these two women is des-
perate.  Our churches have continued
to support the request to join their Rich-
mond sister’s family who love them and
would care for them.  Some rather ex-
pensive legal and interpreter services
are required to help them and there-
fore the congregations of our churches
are being asked to help support the
Refugee Fund for this purpose.  Any-
one willing to offer assistance can make
contributions through this fund of the
church.  Your prayers and support would
be greatly appreciated.
Floyd Wartnow 
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Someone asked me recently about a
version of the Lord’s Prayer that we used
in our summer 2006 order of service.
Although this newer “ecumenical”
version came to be used in many other
United Churches about ten years ago
when it first appeared in Voices United,
I gather that for many of you, this version
is still new.

In discussing this issue at the most recent
meeting of the Worship Division it was
suggested that if I were to provide some
background on the development and use
of the Lord’s Prayer this might be of
interest to readers of The Voice.

The prayer that many of us learned when
we were children (and which some
describe as “the orginal”) is really a
combination of two prayers which are
found in two of the gospels.  The longer
form is included in the Sermon on the
Mount in Matthew (6: 9-13) and reads:

Our Father in heaven
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And do not bring us to the time of trial,
but rescue us from the evil one.

A shorter form comes to us in Luke 11:2–
4, where Jesus responds to a disciple’s
request, “Lord, teach us to pray,” with
the following:

Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone
indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of
trial.

Scholars tells us that it is likely that
Luke’s shorter version is closer to the
original and that Matthew’s is an
elaboration.  They also tells us that Jesus
may well have offered this prayer in

different forms depending on the
occasion and therefore the need.

Most people in the Protestant church are
familiar with a doxological ending,
although this does not become attached
to the combined prayer until after the
Church has been around for awhile.
While the familiar ending is absent in the
ancient and most important Greek
manuscripts, it appears eventually in the
Didache, a collection of early Christian
writings from as early as 50 C.E. or as
late as 120 C.E.

In Voices United, there are six different
versions of the Jesus Prayer, four on
pages 914 and 916, while two musical
versions can be found on pages 959 and
960.   Where do these different versions
come from?  From all over the world
and throughout the Christian church.

When I was a child the only Creed we
studied in preparing for Confirmation
was the Apostle’s Creed.  But in 1962
the United Church of Canada produced
“the New Creed” which has become a
favourite in the past thirty years.  These
days one discovers that many churches
around the world have adopted the United
Church Creed as theirs — a gift from
our Church to followers of Jesus,
everywhere.

Some of you have told me that it is
difficult for you to pray the newer
version of the Jesus Prayer because you
memorized the older one so many years
ago.  I understand this feeling and so
would encourage you to do whatever
feels right.

Those of you who have attended worship
services at B.C. Conference, Presbytery,
or the General Council of the United
Church of Canada will have experienced
the prayers or scripture readings being
offered in other languages, since our
church — in some places at least — is
truly multicultural.  There, even as the
Lord’s Prayer is prayed aloud in Korean
or French, Mandarin or Cantonese, those
of us who speak only one language know

to pray silently to God in the language
we know best.

Does God care in what language we pray,
or what version of the Lord’s Prayer we
use?  I don’t think so.  God longs to
hear from us often in whatever words
or phrases, notes or sounds that most
help us to be honest in our prayer life.
These days we are blessed with many
options in our worship life.  Perhaps we
can explore some of them together.
Thanks be to God! 

Musings from Mollie on the Lord’s Prayer/ The Jesus Prayer

Let's have a little fun with our
knowledge of the bible!  Correct
answers are at the bottom of the

page.

1. What man, as if you didn't know,
is most mentioned in the bible?

2. What king, mentioned 1,118
times in the bible, is the second

most mentioned man?

3. What patriarch, with 306
mentions in the bible, ranks

seventh?

4. What wise king ranks eighth with
his 295 mentions in the bible?

5. What Old Testament woman bore
a child at age 90 and is the most

mentioned woman in the bible with
56 mentions?

6. What evil woman ranks fifth with
23 mentions in the bible?

7. What New Testament woman
ranks sixth with 19 mentions in the

bible?

8. What follower of Jesus is
mentioned 14 times in the bible?

ANSWERS:
1.  JESUS
2.  DAVID

3.  ABRAHAM
4.  SOLOMON

5.  SARAH
6.  JEZEBEL

7.  MARY, JESUS' MOTHER
8.  MARY MAGDALENE

Bible Trivia



page 6

Transmission Lines —
The Discussion
Continues
BCTC has taken all the information
given by the residents who are opposed
to the increase in the size of the towers
and amount of electricity and used it as
fuel to start their invasion.

That is what it is, an invasion into the
lives and property of people who have
developed the property which already
houses towers that emit a toxic waste.
The lives of every resident of
Tsawwassen has been compromised by
the EMF which falls 24/7. It is not just
the people who live under the lines. It
is the people who attend SDSS, play
on the playing fields, attend TUC func-
tions, attend play-school.

Ten times more of this fall-out on a daily
basis will, without a doubt, increase the
chances of future medical concerns.
There have been cases presented and
documented that show a direct link to
cancers and abortions in humans, as
well as in animals, who have been ex-
posed to EMF.

It is a personal choice whether to be
for or against the additional EMF which
will run through our neighbourhood. It
is a personal choice to ignore the plight
of the people living directly under the
power lines. It is a personal choice to
sit back and, once again, allow the gov-
ernment to dictate that this is a “done
deal“. It would appear it was a “done
deal” before they even engaged the
people of Tsawwassen in dialogue.

The people of Tsawwassen United
Church are involved as the power lines
run through property owned by TUC.
Each of you spend a number of hours
each week directly in the EMF. The
children of TUC are also soaking up
electrical toxicity on a weekly basis.
The play school children are exposed
daily.

The dictation of the Government in a
Democratic Society must be addressed.
“Democracy” doesn’t appear to exist.

You are encouraged to write to mem-
bers of our local government as well
as Provincial MLA’s and Federal MP’s.
Keep reading the community newspa-
pers to follow the continuing struggle.
Running these power lines through our
community — to service not us, but
Vancouver Island — will compromise
our health.

Mary Jackson 

Emerging Spirit’s research over the past
year has made it clear that nurturing a
relationship between the United Church
of Canada and 30-45-year-old Canadians
who don’t have a faith community would
not be easy. The findings show that while
many of those in this demographic have
a deep interest in spiritual issues, they
perceive of “organized religion” as
judgmental, arrogant, and boring.

To help bridge the gap between non-
churchgoers and The United Church of
Canada, Emerging Spirit is launching
WonderCafe, a new, highly interactive
website.

WonderCafe will offer users who might
not yet be comfortable to step into a
church the opportunity to freely discuss
faith and spirituality on their own terms,
along with others who are interested in
similar issues.

While many people between 30 and 45
have a negative perception of the church,
research also shows that there is deep
spiritual interest, perhaps even a spiritual
“hunger,” in Canadian society. Statistics
Canada did a study earlier this year
revealed that while 44 percent of
Canadians between 30 and 44 don’t go
to church, 50 percent of them do
“personal religious activities” at least
once a month. There are many other

Editor’s note:  The following article is from the October 16, 2006, issue of the
Emerging Spirit newsletter. Emerging Spirit is an initiative focused on establishing
and nurturing a new relationship between the United Church and Canadians,
especially those between the ages of 30-45 who are one of the first Canadian
generations to grow up largely outside of the church. The website the article
refers to can be found at www.wondercafe.ca.

cultural signs that point to a growing
awareness that might be called
“spiritual, but not religious.”

Spirituality and faith are hot topics in
the media and people are interested in
finding out more about these topics.
Emerging Spirit’s research shows that
people between the ages of 30-45 have
a strong interest in exploring topics of
spirituality and values, but that they
doubt that they would be free to do
this in a church setting.

WonderCafe will be a place people can
where people can both explore faith
and spirituality and find out more about
the United Church. The Emerging Spirit
team and friends will help spark the
discussion with a weekly
commentaries and provocative polls.
A church locator function will help
those who might be interested in
finding a United Church in their area.
Congregations will also have the
opportunity to develop their own
“micro-sites,” where they can share
information about their church and
what it offers.

We look forward to sharing more soon
about WonderCafe and how your
congregation can plug into it in future
issues of this newsletter and on our
website.

Flowers
Flowers are needed for the

sanctuary during Sunday worship
services.

Please sign up on the bulletin
board or call Lynne Meinert at

604-943-4082.

Making the Connections to WonderCafe
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Quick Update, Fall 2006

The Tsawwassen United Church Youth
have been busy
this fall season.
The Junior Youth
have been meet-
ing almost every
Tuesday; we had
Hallowe’en off
to collect some
candy. We had
an extra meeting
on a Professional Day when we went
to the Bird Sanctuary to see the migra-
tory birds and, most of all, to feed an
armada of ducks. We have many fun
and exciting times ahead, including
Christmas carolling and cocoa with the
Senior Youth and church family.

YOUTH HAPPENINGS

Who’s Who!
The church office hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.  The following staff persons are at your service:

Interim Minister: .................................................. Reverend Mollie Williams
Director of Music: ................................................................ Leona Prowse
Staff Associate: ......................................................................... John Gary
Secretary: .............................................................................. Mary Almond

Council Executive
Chair: ................................................................................ George Sambell
Vice-Chair: ........................................................................... Marilyn Merry
Past-Chair: .........................................................................Marleen Soutar
Interim Minister: .................................................. Reverend Mollie Williams
Secretary: .................................................................................... Lee Gary
Chair of Finance: ................................................................... Glen Stanger

Division Chairpersons
Congregational Enrichment: .............................................. Shelby Delaney
Finance: ................................................................................. Glen Stanger
Membership: ...................................................................... Geri Pryputsch
Ministry & Personnel: .............................................................. Judy Glover
Outreach: ................................................................................. Jean Stuart
Pastoral Care: ........................................................................... Jean Ryan
Presbytery: .............................................. Mary Sambell & Marleen Soutar
Property: ..............................................................................Mary Jackson
Trustees: ................................................................................ Bill Williams
Worship: ..........................................................................Melanie Williams

The Senior Youth have been busy as
well. Not only have we been meeting
most weeks on Sunday evenings, but
on a few Fridays as well. One Friday
we ventured to Granville Island, look-
ing in at neat shops and asking some
questions to people we had just met.
On another evening, we hosted the con-
gregational games night getting to know
people of all generations. Last week-
end we had a wonderful time at
Naramata meeting with youth from all
around the province.

We are looking forward to our time
ahead together, telling you our stories
in the future issues of the Voice.
John Gary
Staff Associate in Youth Ministry 

Picking the Right
Meeting Date
Invitation to Discuss with Staff
Associate in Youth Ministry, John
Gary

One task that has met with repercussions
more than any other in my Youth Ministry
is choosing the right day and time to have
Youth meetings.  No one day or time will
work for everyone, including myself.
Today’s youth are extremely busy, not only
doing more homework than I did in High
School, but they are involved in more after-
school activities than their predecessors.

Since I began my ministry here, I have
tried all sorts of times and days to involve
as many youths as possible.  Early in
my ministry, Youth Group was held on
Sunday evenings; this was mostly to
accommodate the large number of
grade 11 and 12 students who preferred
to have Friday evenings doing their
school-associated activities.  After a
year and a half, some of the Youth
suggested that we move to a weeknight
to have Youth Group.  For six months
Youth Group met on Thursdays.  Mid-
week meeting did not pan out as we
had hoped.  As a result, last year,
meetings were moved to Fridays, which
didn’t work for most.  We are again
meeting on Sundays.

It has been brought to my attention that
some people find that Sunday evening
is not the best.  The numbers of youth
joining us is growing and, for various
reasons, it seems that Sunday evening
is the best night of the week to gather.
If there is anyone who would like to
discuss this particular issue of when to
have Senior Youth Group, please don’t
hesitate to come to my office any
Monday morning between 9:05 and
11:55.  As well, I can be reached by
phone (604-943-2911) or e-mail.
(tucyg@hotmail.com).
John Gary
Staff Associate in Youth Ministry 

John Gary
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THE CHURCH'S ONE
FOUNDATION — GOD, IN
JESUS

With the full lives we lead, we recog-
nize the importance of calming influ-
ences.  The 23rd Psalm states:  "The
Lord is my shepherd, I shall not
want...He leads me beside still wa-
ters."  These "still waters" or "quiet
pools" are, for many of us, our church.
In the broad sense, the church is the
building, the people, rituals of worship
and sanctuary.  The church is God.
We don't have to be in the building to
find God but the building itself is a sym-
bol of God.  For many, the building is
the place where we centre ourselves
— get in touch with God — a sanctu-
ary where we feel safe and secure.

The somewhat chaotic and over-
planned schedules we set can inter-
fere with the God-centred life we seek.
And, it is not uncommon to use the
summer months as a vacation from
Sunday rituals; the "holiday" we take
may cause us to put our commitment
to God on hold.  When speaking with
others in our church family, taking a
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summer hiatus is one of those things
some of us have in common.  As
well, we have a common goal and
that is to be more God-centred.  In
this place where one expects to love
and be loved unconditionally, we
sometimes become focused on other
matters put before us and the God-
centred part of us suffers.

While we do some things really well,
we are no strangers to conflict.  We
have been living with it in one way
or another for well over 10 years.
Unfortunately, working through
change has been difficult and has
led to painful experiences such as
resentment, confusion and feelings
of isolation.  The result is that, in our
attempts to put things right, we can
be distracted from the essential pur-
pose of gathering in God's house.
One effective way to remain God-
centred during difficult times is to
pray our way through it.  Engaging
daily in dialogue with God is one way
to remain centred in our spiritual
journeys.  Setting aside certain times

to specifically speak with God is as
important as other daily activities that
enrich our lives and feed our souls.
While setting a time to pray is essen-
tial to our spiritual growth, many need
a place that feels hallowed or holy.
This can be a tranquil space in our
home, such as a quiet room with sub-
dued lighting where interference from
outside influences is minimal.  It might
also be a church near our workplace
or a quiet oasis in the middle of the
city.  Most likely, it is the church build-
ing — the God Place — where we
worship each Sunday, gather for
meetings and have good times.  The
church is the place we can rely upon
to always, always offer us sanctuary
and keep us centred, on balance with
God and earthly existence.

A quote from one of our communion
service prayers, "....Send your Holy
Spirit... upon us that we may be fed
by your love and your Word, and go
from this place refreshed and re-
newed."   May it be so.

Yours in Christ,
Lynne and Lee




