“| stay away from church on Easter”,
someone once said to a colleague.
“Maundy Thursday | can under-
stand. Sharing food and drink with
close friends and figuring out what
to say and do together at your last
meal together. And Good Friday, |
can accept. It's real. Jesus has en-
emies, people in power who were
able to gather their resources and
use their connections to get rid of
him. All that makes some sense to
me. But Easter? Resurrection?
That doesn’'t make any sense to me
at all'”

My colleague appreciated her pa-
rishioner’'s honesty, suspecting that
lots of other people who see them-
selves as followers of Jesus still
struggle to ‘make sense’ of Easter.
If you are one of those people and
you consider yourself alone in this,
think about the record of the Easter
events in the gospels.

In the gospel of John, Mary
Magdalene confuses the risen Christ
with a local gardener. In Luke, the
frightened women after being ad-
dressed by two men in strange out-
fits, run to tell the disciples what they
have been told by the two strangers.
But the disciples dismiss the women
as if they are crazy. The earliest
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gospel, Mark, may be the most hon-
est as it simply ends with the women
running from the empty tomb, terri-
fied to tell anyone about what they
have seen and heard.

Confusion, disbelief, fear and trem-
bling. Those were the reactions of
Jesus’ closest followers on that first
Easter.

Perhaps we are not called to ever
fully ‘'understand’ what happened on
Easter morning, but be willing to ex-
plore the mystery of Easter all
through the season of Easter.

On Easter Sunday, of course we will
sing those wonderful Easter hymns.
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Not because we fully understand or
comprehend but because as people
of faith we are called to live with joy
in and through the mysteries of our
faith.

One thing | know, our God is always
about, bringing new life to us and to
our world, even out of the most
deadly circumstances. So, along
with you, | will wait and watch and see
what God is up to next, in our church
and in our world.

Happy Easter everyone. Thanks be
to God!

Rev. Mollie Williams
Interim Minister g

Have you noticed the wonderful painting in the narthex? Jean
Stuart isthe talented artist. It was painted several years ago for Palm
Sunday and kept in our archivesto be displayed for Holy Week.
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YOUTH
HAPPENINGS

Since the New Year, the youth here at
TUC have been busy attending the
weekly meetings (Wednesday for the
Juniors and Friday for the Seniors) and
attending our special events.

In January, the Senior Youth went to the
Museum of Anthropology, learning about
the past of British Columbia and other
parts of the world. Some of the Youth
noticed a similarity between one piece
of art and an image on our $20 bill.

The Junior Youth, in February, had a fun-
tube-bulous time up at Mt Seymour, go-
ing up and down the hill, sledding until
us leaders could not

take it any longer.

Later on that month, "I'ﬂ““.'

the Senior Youth put !Hnﬂl

on a Mardi-Gras, Ha'“ﬂfs
pancake supper to W,/
raise money for the -
Property Division, which made more than
$450, serving approximately 100 peo-
ple our delicious meals and crépes.
March was a little less busy, with spring
break being two weeks long, however, |
was busy at a Presbytery youth event,

working on a farm at UBC, and sleeping
at Ryerson United.

However April, on the other hand, will
be a very busy month. The Easter week-
end will start after the Maundy Thurs-
day service and be followed by a Young
Adult Seder (Jewish Passover meal) on
Friday evening at my house. Then on
Saturday, the Senior Youth and Young
Adults will participate in an Easter Mid-
night vigil service, to be followed by a
sleepless night in preparation for the
Early Morning Service down at the
beach. | guess we can all sleep once
all of it's over.

In this Easter Season, it is my prayer
that this will be a time of new life
amongst all of us, young, middle aged
and old. May we all grow in our faiths,
bringing ourselves closer to God.

John Gary
Staff Associate g
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LIVING THE
QUESTIONS

A small group of 12 — 14 people in the
congregation are meeting each Monday
evening during Lent for a six-week faith
study led by Mollie. This is not pre-
cisely a Bible study, but rather an ex-
amination of our Christian faith and the
questions we face as a Christian peo-
ple in the modern world.

We have been watching a video presen-
tation of short clips of ideas by some of
the leading Christian thinkers today.
Deep discussions on the points raised
follow the video clips.

For all of us this has become a very
meaningful opportunity to explore how
we process many aspects of our faith
and project it in our lives. m




